Ten Open Response Misconceptions

Adapted from the work of Dr. Charles Whitaker

1. Open Response items are a test of writing.  No, writing is required, but 

open response items are a test of content knowledge.

2. Open Response items ask for students to write in a real-world form for 

an authentic reader.  No, work for the Writing Portfolio must be in a real-world form and demonstrate awareness of authentic readers.

3.  On-Demand writing is the same as open response.  No, on-demand 

writing is completed under time restraints for a provided prompt, and on-demand writing is a test of writing, as is the Writing Portfolio.  Open response items focus on content knowledge.

4.  Open response items are really essays.  No, open response prompts are 

not essays because they are usually more focused on specific content and not as long.

5.  Open response items are assessed using the criteria in the Holistic 

Scoring Guide for Writing.  No, while clear writing helps the responder communicate knowledge, open responses are scored using scoring guides based on core content.

6.  All open responses must include extensions to the student’s life.  No, 

not unless the prompt so requests.

7.  To be “open”, an open response should call for a student’s opinions.  

No, open response prompts should focus on core content and should require students to show their own thinking and ability to explain, as well as support their answers and ideas.  A prompt should call for specific understanding of content.

8.  A long response is a better response because it shows a student’s 

ability to elaborate, extend, and make connections.  No, open response should be written concisely, addressing specifically what is requested in the prompt and providing support and explanation specifically relevant to the prompt.

9.  In an open response, students must start by repeating the question.  No, 

students may indicate that they are addressing specifically what is requested in the prompt, but repeating or restating the prompt is not required.

10.  Teachers should use only the state’s “released” prompts.  No, such 

prompts may be used, but teachers should form their own prompts relevant to their units of study and based on core content.  Open response items should routinely be used as instructional tools in the classroom.

